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Team PETRONAS De Rooy IVECO on the podium in the first stage of the Africa 

Eco Race 2018 

 

Team PETRONAS De Rooy IVECO placed its two IVECO Powerstar trucks in the top 10 in the first 

stage of the tough rally raid competition. 

 

Gerard de Rooy crossed the finish line in third position, followed by Wuf Van Ginkel in sixth, having 

tackled the difficult stony and dusty conditions of the track. 

  

 

Turin, 3 January 2018 

 

 

The 10th edition of the Africa Eco Race is underway, with a record number of competitors. The 

participants started early in the morning of Tuesday 2nd January in the Moroccan port town of Nador, with 

the short, 92-km first stage taking them from Ameziane to Merada, across cultivated areas with hard 

ground on tracks made of mostly gravel and rocks. This is familiar terrain for the Team PETRONAS De 

Rooy IVECO pilots Gerard De Rooy and Wuf Van Ginkel, who have both driven on rallies in Morocco in 

the past.  

 

Gerard De Rooy, Team leader, made his mark right from the first stage of the competition on board his 

#400 IVECO Powerstar with his experienced co-pilot Moi Torrallardona and the technical support of 

mechanic Darek Rodewald. He finished in third position, 5’25” behind the leader, Russian Vladimir 

Vasilyev. He was careful on this first stage to avoid the risk of punctures on the stony ground of the track.  

 

Wuf Van Ginkel finished in sixth position on the second IVECO Powerstar (#403) with co-pilot Erik 

Kofman and mechanic Bert van Donkelaar.  

 

The Sentinel warning system that signals the arrival of a faster vehicle or a stationary one on the track was 

not working on any of the trucks, making it difficult to overtake: “it took a lot of time to overtake small SSVs 

and slower cars took a lot of time” commented Gerard de Rooy.  

 

The second stage will take the competitors on a 443-km route, which will include the renowned dune 

section of Erg Chebbi.  

 

 

 

http://www.iveco.com/


 

2 

 

Follow all developments on www.iveco.com/TeamPetronasDeRooyIveco 

IVECO will keep fans updated during the rally on www.iveco.com/TeamPetronasDeRooyIveco with daily 

updates from Africa published in English. Social media channels and the IVECO press site will also be 

updated with news, reports, videos and photos. 

 

 

IVECO 

 
IVECO is a brand of CNH Industrial N.V., a World leader in Capital Goods listed on the New York Stock Exchange 

(NYSE: CNHI) and on the Mercato Telematico Azionario of the Borsa Italiana (MI: CNHI). IVECO designs, manufactures 

and markets a wide range of light, medium and heavy commercial vehicles, off-road trucks, and vehicles for applications 

such as off-road missions.  

 

The brand’s wide range of products include the Daily, a vehicle that covers the 3 – 7.2 ton vehicle weight segment, the 

Eurocargo from 6 – 19 tons, the Trakker (dedicated to off-road missions) and the Stralis, both over 16 tons. In addition, 

the IVECO Astra brand builds off-road trucks and special vehicles.  

 

IVECO employs close to 21,000 individuals globally. It manages production sites in 7 countries throughout Europe, Asia, 

Africa, Oceania and Latin America where it produces vehicles featuring the latest advanced technologies. 4,200 sales 

and service outlets in over 160 countries guarantee technical support wherever an IVECO vehicle is at work. 

 

For further information about IVECO: www.iveco.com  

For further information about CNH Industrial: www.cnhindustrial.com 

 

For further information, please contact: 

IVECO Press Office – EMEA Region  

pressoffice@iveco.com 

www.ivecopress.com   

Tel.  +39 011 00 72965 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/IVECO/  

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/ivecoitaly  

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/iveco/  

Twitter: https://twitter.com/Iveco  
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